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TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY 

Policy Review Committee 

Meeting Minutes – September 1, 2016 

 

In attendance  

Donna Donahue, Selectboard member; Gary Baker, committee member; Beth Dow and Chris English, 

Town staff. 

 

Chris called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. 

 

Approve Meeting Minutes of August 26, 2016.  Gary moved to approve the minutes of the August 

26th meeting as presented.  Donna seconded.  Unanimously approved. 

 

Review Draft Revisions to Vending Ordinance and Finalize Selectboard Recommended.  The 

Committee began with a brief discussion about its recommendation to the Selectboard, specifically in 

regard to its potential response to the Committee’s proposed revisions to the Vending Ordinance that 

would prohibit all commercial activity (with limited exceptions) on public property within the 

geographic boundaries of the Town.  The Committee agreed that Town ordinances are tools for 

regulating certain types of activity within the community, not necessarily encouraging it, and that 

there are other means and resources available to the Town for stimulating the local economy. 

 

Upon reviewing the redline draft of the Vending Ordinance, the Committee agreed to make the 

following revisions: 

 

Title.  Revise to read: Town of Middlebury Ordinance to Regulate Commercial Activity on Public 

Property.   

 

Delete: Including But Not Limited to Vending, Peddling, Soliciting and Displaying. 

 

The Committee recognized that specific types of commercial activity prohibited under the ordinance 

are covered elsewhere; therefore, there is no need to repeat it in the title. 

 

Section 1 – Purpose.  

 

Paragraph 101:  Revise 2nd paragraph as follows: This ordinance is intended to regulate commercial 

activity to protect the public safety and welfare.  Under this ordinance, commercial activity includes, 

but is not limited to, street vending, peddling, soliciting and displaying. 

 

3rd Paragraph:  Delete. 
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Section 2 – General Prohibition.   

 

Paragraph 201:  Add to the end - The geographic boundaries of the Town of Middlebury are defined 

in Maps 138-143, titled Town of Middlebury, Vermont, Addison County Regional Planning 

Commission, 1968, as recorded in the Middlebury Town Clerk’s Office. 

 

Section 3 – Exemptions From This Ordinance.   

 

Paragraph 302.  Delete current language and replace with the following:  The Town reserves the right 

to allow downtown merchants to hold sidewalk sales sponsored by the Better Middlebury 

Partnership within the Downtown Improvement District.  

 

Paragraph 303.  Delete current language and replace with the following: At no time shall any 

sidewalk merchandise display obstruct pedestrian traffic or create a public safety hazard.  All sidewalk 

displays are subject to inspection by the Middlebury Police Chief, who may require such displays to 

be moved, modified or removed in their entirety to ensure public safety. 

 

Section 4 – Enforcement.   

 

Paragraph 402.  Delete.   

 

Next Steps.  Chris will clean up the draft ordinance, as noted, and invite Chief Hanley to review it and 

provide his input prior to the Committee’s next meeting.  The next meeting of the Policy Review 

Committee will be on Wednesday, September 21 @ 8:00 a.m. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 a.m. 

 

 

Submitted by: 

Chris English 

Assistant Town Manager 


